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Chords 5: Chord Theory                                                       

Theory and Application

YOU CERTAINLY DON’T need to know 
Chord Theory in order to play chords, so 

this sheet is only for those who wish to expand 
their knowledge of music theory and harmony.

What is a Chord?
Chords and harmony are linked. In fact the 
process of adding chords to a melody is called 
“harmony”. Whereas harmony can consist of 
two notes played together, a chord must have 
at least three notes played simultaneously.
    The three types of chords you will come 
across are major chords, minor chords, and 

seventh chords. All chords are based upon the 
major scale: a D major chord will be formed 
from notes in the D scale, while a G major 
chord will refer to the G scale. (n.b. “major” 
chords are referred to without qualification, so 
a “D chord” is a D major chord; an A chord is 
A major, and so on.)
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